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by JERRY FRAGER

Son of an ironworker and a longtime poet, Jerry Prager spent many years as an itinerant, with
jobs ranging from vice-consular chauffeur to lay minister to stoneworker, canoe trip guide, ac-
tor, dancer, improv musician and everything in between. He worked as a journalist and editor
in Simcoe County and in Guelph. During his wandering years, he published several books of
poetry, The Well Versed Heart, The Footling and Providence and the Itinerant, soon to be
back in print. Coming out of the wilderness, he settled down in Guelph, where he proceeded to
immerse himself in gangsters of the city’s past. While the focus of the lecture will be Guelph’s
lurid past, we can probably expect a far-ranging discussion about almost anything.



